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Gen.	  George	  S.	  Pa,on’s	  10	  Commandments:	  
	  
Do	  everything	  that	  you	  ask	  of	  those	  you	  command.	  
Say	  what	  you	  mean,	  and	  mean	  what	  you	  say.	  
Do	  not	  fear	  failure.	  
Do	  more	  than	  is	  required	  of	  you.	  
Do	  not	  take	  counsel	  of	  your	  fears.	  
Always	  go	  forward.	  
Take	  calculated	  risks.	  
Give	  credit	  where	  it	  is	  due.	  
Accept	  full	  responsibility	  for	  the	  ac>ons	  of	  yourself	  and	  your	  men.	  
	  
—McCall,	  A.	  (2002).	  U.S.	  Army	  leadership:	  General	  George	  S.	  Pa@on.	  Retrieved	  from	  Army	  Live	  website:	  h@p://
armylive.dodlive.mil/index.php/2012/07/general-­‐george-­‐s-­‐pa@on/informaMon	  
Gen.	  Pa,on	  was	  Right	  
•  Not	  saying	  what	  you	  mean	  may	  have	  
serious	  consequences	  
•  SomeAmes	  the	  consequences	  are	  merely	  
humorous	  
Wanted: Man to take care of cow 
that does not smoke or drink. 
Running to the bathroom a 
dead body lay in the tub. 
Running to the bathroom, I discovered 
that a dead body lay in the tub. 
(Make yourself the subject of the sentence, 
add punctuation to separate the clauses; 
stave off zombie apocalypse) 
Parts	  of	  speech	  
• Clause	  











•  Dictate	  punctua>on	  
•  Separate	  ideas	  
•  Require	  a	  noun	  (the	  subject)	  	  
and	  a	  verb	  (the	  ac>on)	  
– Bill	  runs	  
– Lisa	  studied	  
– Mohammed	  will	  write	  a	  book	  
Nouns	  
•  Person	  
– Living,	  dead,	  imaginary	  
•  Place	  







You	  can	  touch	  a	  million	  dollar	  check,	  





•  Noun	  that	  takes	  acMon	  
Chuck	  runs	  every	  morning.	  
Luck	  led	  me	  to	  my	  future	  wife.	  
•  Pronouns	  can	  stand	  in	  for	  nouns	  
He	  who?	  Who	  they?	  Use	  pronouns	  only	  aRer	  the	  
idenAty	  of	  the	  noun	  has	  been	  clearly	  established.	  
I	  you	  me	  he	  she	  him	  her	  us	  we	  they	  them	  it	  who	  	  
myself	  	  himself	  	  herself	  	  itself	  	  someone	  	  anyone	  …	  	  
Gerunds	  
•  Noun	  created	  from	  a	  verb	  by	  adding	  “ing”	  
•  Verb	  “is”	  accompanies	  
Running	  is	  good	  for	  your	  heart.	  
Watching	  television	  is	  a	  waste	  of	  Ame.	  
•  Fun	  fact	  to	  know	  and	  tell	  
Verbs	  
•  Ac>on	  words	  
Hank	  sneezes.	  
Jim	  studies.	  
Jane	  throws	  a	  baseball.	  
•  Abstract	  verbs	  clarify	  the	  state	  of	  being	  
Trond	  thrives	  in	  his	  new	  career.	  
Beth	  dreads	  Monday	  morning.	  
Auxiliary	  Verbs	  
•  “Helping”	  verbs	  
•  Describe	  states	  of	  being	  
•  Indicate	  tense	  
– Present,	  past,	  future,	  condi>onal	  …	  
Michele	  is	  hungry.	  
Michele	  was	  delayed.	  
Michele	  will	  write	  her	  paper.	  
Michele	  would	  write	  her	  paper	  if	  she	  had	  the	  Ame.	  
Michele	  had	  eaten	  an	  hour	  before	  I	  asked	  her	  to	  dinner.	  
Object	  
•  Receives	  the	  acAon	  of	  the	  verb	  
– Direct	  Object	  
	  
–	  Direct	  and	  Indirect	  Objects	  
I	  give	  the	  book	  to	  Paul.	  
She	  wrote	  him	  a	  le,er.	  
Jane	  throws	  a	  baseball.	  
AdjecAves	  
•  Describe	  a	  noun	  
– She	  is	  a	  beau>ful	  woman.	  
– The	  experiment	  is	  complex.	  
– The	  man	  is	  impa>ent.	  
– The	  car	  is	  silver.	  
Theo	  was	  proud	  of	  his	  first	  new	  truck,	  which	  was	  
shiny	  red	  and	  featured	  giganAc	  Atanium	  wheels,	  of	  
which	  he	  took	  meAculous	  care.	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	  
Adverbs	  
•  Describe	  (or	  modify)	  adjec>ves	  
– Typically	  end	  in	  “ly,”	  but	  not	  always	  
•  Describe	  verbs	  
There	  was	  an	  extremely	  loud	  noise.	  
Tom	  got	  a	  somewhat	  subdued	  recep>on.	  
Sarah	  speaks	  passionately	  about	  
America’s	  role	  in	  world	  peace.	  
Single	  Clause	  
The determined Germans quickly invaded Poland 
on that terrible day in September. 
Joining	  Clauses	  
Fatima runs track    and Elaine plays volleyball. , 	  
ConjuncAons	  
and       but       or       for  (in the sense of “because”) 
yet       nor      since   so  
The renovation was not complete, __ the manager 
allowed the tenants to move in. 
We could begin with a salad, __ we could start 
immediately with the entrée. 
Choice	  of	  conjuncAon	  shades	  the	  meaning	  
Independent	  Clauses	  
•  Join	  with	  a	  period	  or	  a	  semicolon	  
•  Use	  in	  place	  of	  a	  conjunc>on	  
Thomas runs track. His wife Sarah plays softball. 
Thomas runs track; his wife Sarah plays softball. 
•  Avoid	  comma	  splices—never	  join	  two	  
independent	  clauses	  with	  a	  comma	  
The plumber will come in the afternoon, I must be home 
by the time he arrives. 
Semicolons	  
The plumber will come in the afternoon; I must be 
home by the time he arrives. 
 
Semicolons	  should	  be	  used	  sparingly,	  however.	  
Moreover,	  do	  be	  aware	  that	  the	  clause	  aRer	  a	  
semicolon	  starts	  with	  a	  lower-­‐case	  le@er	  unless	  
the	  first	  word	  always	  is	  upper	  case,	  as	  in	  the	  
example	  above.	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  




































Thus	  (no	  comma	  needed)	  
UlMmately	  
RED words are used in place of “AND”—but no two have exactly the same meaning.	  
Col.	  Stewart	  demonstrated	  a	  series	  of	  complicated	  exercises	  	  
for	  the	  group.	  ____,	  he	  did	  not	  expect	  them	  to	  become	  fully	  
proficient	  at	  them	  without	  prac>cing	  at	  home.	  
Arabic	  is	  considered	  one	  of	  the	  most	  difficult	  languages	  to	  
learn	  well;	  _____,	  Spencer	  decided	  to	  set	  aside	  all	  his	  other	  
obliga>ons	  and	  work	  full-­‐>me	  on	  it.	  
Sue	  made	  a	  poor	  grade	  on	  her	  midterm	  exam.	  She	  is	  
determined,	  ______,	  to	  do	  be^er.	  
Certainly,	  	  However,	  Incidentally,	  Indeed,	  Moreover,	  
Nevertheless,	  Nonetheless,	  Simultaneously,	  S/ll,	  Ul/mately,	  
accordingly,	  consequently,	  	  finally,	  hence,	  however,	  indeed,	  
therefore,	  thus,	  ul/mately,	  
accordingly,	  certainly,	  consequently,	  	  finally,	  henceforth,	  indeed,	  
nevertheless,	  nonetheless,	  now,	  therefore,	  thus,	  ul/mately,	  
ConjuncAve	  Adverb	  Phrases	  
Bob	  was	  completely	  out	  of	  money	  on	  Saturday.	  
Miraculously,	  he	  won	  the	  loLery	  on	  Sunday.	  
Terrence	  was	  eager	  to	  watch	  the	  game.	  Tragically,	  his	  
mother	  called	  from	  Australia	  at	  kickoff.	  
	  
•  En>re	  phrases	  may	  be	  used	  as	  conjunc>ve	  adverbs.	  
Vary	  your	  expression.	  	  	  
Consequently	  could	  be	  As	  a	  result,	  	  
However	  can	  be	  Despite	  these	  efforts,	  	  
Simultaneously	  can	  be	  At	  the	  very	  same	  /me,	  	  
Moreover	  might	  even	  be	  expressed	  as	  Adding	  insult	  to	  injury,	  	  
Expressive	  Phrases	  
Ms.	  Jackson	  was	  instructed	  to	  form	  a	  new	  department.	  As	  an	  alternaAve	  to	  hiring	  
new	  workers,	  she	  decided	  to	  give	  her	  current	  staff	  some	  addi>onal	  responsibili>es.	  
(Instead)	  
	  Urban	  warfare	  was	  in	  full	  force	  in	  Iraq.	  At	  roughly	  the	  same	  Ame	  in	  a	  completely	  
different	  theater	  of	  operaAon,	  the	  conflict	  was	  hea>ng	  up	  in	  Afghanistan.	  
(Meanwhile)	  	  	  
	  Barack	  Obama	  and	  a	  group	  of	  new	  Democrats	  swept	  the	  na>onal	  elec>ons	  in	  
November	  2012.	  In	  reacAon	  to	  this	  changing	  poliAcal	  landscape,	  Republicans	  	  
set	  aside	  some	  of	  their	  legisla>ve	  goals.	  (Consequently)	  
	  The	  hiring	  freeze	  put	  everyone	  on	  staff	  in	  a	  difficult	  posi>on.	  On	  top	  of	  the	  mounAng	  
difficulty	  in	  meeAng	  quotas,	  the	  director	  announced	  that	  everyone	  would	  have	  to	  
work	  fewer	  hours.	  (Moreover)	  
Independent	  and	  Dependent	  Clauses	  
•  Independent	  clauses	  can	  stand	  on	  their	  own	  as	  a	  
sentence.	  
	  Jennifer	  works	  eight	  hours	  a	  day.	  
•  Dependent	  (subordinate)clauses	  cannot	  stand	  alone.	  
–  Subordina>ng	  conjunc>ons	  lend	  uncertainty	  
Although	  Jennifer	  works	  eight	  hours	  a	  day.	  
SubordinaAng	  ConjuncAons	  
•  Set	  up	  a	  subordinate	  clause;	  usually	  at	  the	  start	  	  









	  Before	  my	  wife	  gets	  home	  from	  the	  work,	  I	  need	  to	  
finish	  folding	  the	  laundry.	  
Although	  she	  had	  reservaAons,	  Deena	  decided	  to	  
apply	  for	  the	  job	  in	  the	  State	  Department.	  
•  	  may	  be	  used	  aeer	  an	  independent	  clause.	  
Deena	  decided	  to	  apply	  for	  the	  job	  in	  the	  State	  
Department,	  although	  she	  had	  reservaAons.	  
Voice	  
•  AcAve	  
– See,	  feel,	  hear	  subject	  taking	  the	  ac>on	  
•  Passive	  
–	  Indirect	  rela>onship	  between	  subject	  and	  	  verb	  
The	  soldier	  fired	  the	  weapon.	  
The	  weapon	  was	  fired	  by	  the	  
soldier.	  
Passive	  Voice	  
•  Acceptable	  in	  academic	  wri>ng	  
–	  Useful	  stand-­‐in	  for	  first-­‐person,	  “I”	  
This	  thesis	  invesAgates	  .	  .	  .	  
The	  author	  will	  demonstrate	  .	  .	  .	  
	  
• 	  Unacceptable	  to	  omit	  true	  subject	  of	  the	  sentence	  
At	  Thursday’s	  meeAng,	  urgent	  acAon	  to	  reduce	  the	  size	  of	  
next	  year’s	  budget	  was	  taken.	  
By	  whom?	  
Fill	  in	  the	  gaps	  for	  your	  readers.	  
Tips	  
•  Turn	  a	  dependent	  clause	  into	  a	  freestanding	  clause;	  just	  add	  a	  few	  
well-­‐chosen	  words.	  	  
	  
•  Break	  long	  sentences	  into	  two	  more-­‐readable	  ones.	  Breaking	  up	  
long	  sentences	  is	  a	  courtesy	  to	  your	  readers.	  	  
	  	  
•  Avoid	  using	  fancy	  words	  or	  phrases	  when	  simple	  ones	  will	  do:	  	  
	  	  
u>lize	  =	  use	  	  	  	  relocate	  =	  move	  	  	  	  	  	  purchase	  =	  buy	  	  	  	  	  	  prior	  to	  =	  before	  
	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  in	  order	  to	  =	  to	  	  	  	  	  	  	  whether	  or	  not	  =	  whether	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  illumina>on	  =	  light	  
	  
“the	  fact	  that”	  =	  no	  meaningful	  informa/on,	  and	  should	  be	  avoided	  
	  
•  Be	  brief.	  Why	  use	  45	  words	  to	  say	  what	  can	  be	  said	  in	  25	  words?	  
Brevity	  gives	  your	  wriAng	  greater	  impact.	  
Closing	  Thoughts	  
q 	  Give	  careful	  a,enAon	  as	  you	  write	  to	  wriAng	  
mechanics.	  	  
q 	  Include	  the	  appropriate	  nuts	  and	  bolts;	  this	  is	  	  
the	  secret	  to	  crea>ng	  powerful,	  ac>ve	  language.	  	  
!	  With	  pracAce,	  this	  will	  become	  second	  nature.	  	  
The	  Los	  Angeles	  morning	  was	  heavy	  with	  smog,	  the	  word	  
being	  a	  portmanteau	  of	  smoke	  and	  fog,	  though	  in	  LA	  the	  
pollutants	  are	  typically	  vehicular	  emissions	  as	  opposed	  to	  
actual	  smoke	  and	  fog,	  unlike	  19th-­‐century	  London	  where	  
the	  smoke	  from	  countless	  small	  coal	  fires	  oRen	  combined	  
with	  fog	  off	  the	  Thames	  to	  produce	  true	  smog,	  though	  




—Jack	  Barry,	  Shelby	  NC	  
Runner-­‐Up:	  Purple	  Prose	  category,	  
The	  Bulwer-­‐Ly^on	  Fic>on	  Content,	  2011	  
h^p://www.bulwer-­‐ly^on.com/2011win.html	  
IntenAonally	  Bad	  Sentence	  
Exercises	  
•  Review	  the	  Uninten>onally	  Bad	  sentences	  on	  the	  
following	  pages.	  
–  Find	  Subject,	  Verb,	  Object	  
–  Iden>fy,	  or	  make,	  clauses	  
–  Add	  conjunc>ons	  to	  smooth	  transi>ons	  
–  Check	  punctua>on	  is	  correct	  
–  Compare	  tense	  of	  subject	  and	  verb—do	  they	  agree?	  
–  Create	  order	  and	  sense	  
•  Then	  click	  Enter	  to	  see	  suggested	  improvements	  
•  Have	  fun!	  
Bad 	  UAlizing	  computers	  facilitates	  the	  invesAgator	  to	  trying	  
out	  a	  mulAtude	  of	  simulaAons	  which	  could	  generate	  the	  
new	  results	  that	  were	  not	  expected,	  being	  somewhat	  
automaAc	  and	  fast.	  
Better 	  Computer	  simulaAon	  gives	  researchers	  the	  power	  to	  test	  a	  
variety	  of	  scenarios;	  intermediate	  results	  can	  serve	  to	  refine	  the	  
original	  research	  quesAon	  and	  suggest	  others.	  
	  
	  	  
Best 	  As	  a	  medium,	  compu/ng	  technologies	  can	  suggest	  different	  
pathways	  to	  persuasion	  through	  simula/on.	  
Bad 	  The	  fiRh	  chapter	  of	  this	  thesis	  will	  give	  an	  overall	  
summary	  of	  what	  this	  system	  provided	  originally	  and	  
improvements	  that	  have	  been	  made	  and	  could	  sAll	  be	  
made	  to	  the	  system.	  
Better 	  This	  chapter	  summarizes	  both	  the	  original	  system	  and	  what	  this	  




Best 	  Chapter	  IV	  compares	  the	  original	  system	  with	  its	  current	  
improved	  capabili/es	  and	  proposes	  further	  refinements	  to	  yield	  
a	  truly	  robust	  system.	  
Bad 	  One	  of	  the	  most	  basic	  tasks	  any	  combat	  unit	  has	  in	  a	  
counterinsurgency	  environment	  is	  to	  go	  on	  patrol	  and	  
immerse	  themselves	  amongst	  what	  is	  almost	  always	  the	  
center	  of	  gravity,	  the	  people.	  
Better 	  OpAmal	  counterinsurgency	  effecAveness	  requires	  the	  full	  
immersion	  of	  the	  combat	  unit	  within	  the	  targeted	  community.	  
	  	  
	  
Best 	  Patrol	  is	  a	  basic	  ac/vity	  of	  any	  combat	  unit.	  In	  counterinsurgency,	  
especially,	  it	  is	  essen/al	  that	  the	  unit	  members	  be	  seen	  to	  
circulate	  among	  and	  engage	  with	  the	  local	  populace.	  
